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Brussels, 16 October 2006

Your Excellency,

The Federation of the European Academies of Medicine is deeply concerned over the fate of five Bulgarian nurses – Kristiana Malinova Valcheva, Nasya Stojcheva Nenova, Valentin Manolova Siropulo, Valya Georgieva Chervenyashka andSnezhanka Ivanova Dimitrova - and a Palestinian doctor – Ashraf Ahmad Jum’a - who have been incarcerated in a Libyan prison since 1998 on charges of deliberately infecting over 400 children with the HIV virus in the al-Fateh Hospital in Benghazi.  
In May 2004, they were sentenced to death by firing squad but this sentence was questioned and overturned by the Libyan Supreme Court as a result of international protest, including a signed letter by an international panel of experts on HIV infection. The letter of support was signed, among others, by Professor Luc Montagnier, the co-discover of HIV at the Pasteur Institute in Paris and the co-writer (with Professor Vittorio Colizzi, an AIDS and infectious disease authority at the Rome University) of a report prepared in April 2003 for the Libyan authorities on the outbreak of HIV infection.  They carried out an investigation at the Benghazi Hospital with the material made available to them by the Hospital authorities and came to the conclusion that many of the children contracted the HIV infection before the accused medical staff arrived at the Hospital.  Furthermore, many of the children were also infected with hepatitis B and C, all of which incriminated poor medical practice and hygiene at the Hospital.  Indeed, the report concluded that all the evidence indicated that the six accused individuals were innocent of the alleged crime. Regrettably the court dismissed this impartial and authoritative report, in favour of an investigation by Libyan doctors whose impartiality and scientific credentials must be in doubt.  A retrial was ordered, but the report of Montagnier and Colizzi could not be presented after it had been thrown out in the first trial and the Tripoli court has resisted calls to appoint another independent scientific panel.  
The verdict of this second trial, which began on 11 May 2006 and in which the prosecution again demanded the death sentence, is expected in the next few weeks and the fear is that all six will be condemned to death.    

The Officers of FEAM call for the Libyan government to ensure a fair trial for the above-mentioned Bulgarian nurses and Palestinian doctor and the respect of their rights as stated in Articles 10, 7 and 9(3) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
 and Articles 05 and 10 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
.  There is hard evidence that, in this case, these rights have not been respected.
FEAM also calls for the court to hear international scientific evidence as to the causes of the HIV infections in the children.  
We hope that you will listen to our calls and ensure that justice is being done to this man and these women.
Yours sincerely,

On behalf of the Officers of FEAM,

The President, Professor Luigi Frati, Rector of the University La Sapienza in Rome, 

The Emeritus President, Professor Sir Peter Lachmann, Emeritus Professor of Immunology at the University of Cambridge,

The Vice-President, Professor Cyril Höschl, Director of the Psychiatric Centre in Prague,

The Treasurer, Professor Jean Civatte, Emeritus Professor of Dermatology at the Hôpital St Louis in Paris,  

Professor André Govaerts

General Secretary of FEAM and Emeritus Professor of Immunology at the Université Libre de Bruxelles
Cc: 
Presidents of the Academies affiliated to FEAM 
Mr Robert Madelin, DG SANCO, European Commission 

Ms Muthoni Kareithi Fanin, InterAcademy Medical Panel
Ms Jana Asher, AAAS Science and Human Rights Program
� International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: Article 10: All persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person; Article 7: No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; Article 9(3): Anyone arrested or detained on a criminal charge shall be brought promptly before a judge or other officer authorized by law to exercise judicial power and shall be entitled to trial within a reasonable time or to release. It shall not be the general rule that persons awaiting trial shall be detained in custody, but release may be subject to guarantees to appear for trial, at any other stage of the judicial proceedings, and, should occasion arise, for execution of the judgement. 


� Universal Declaration of Human Rights : Article 05: No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; Article 10: Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his [or her] rights and obligations and of any criminal charge against him [or her]. 








